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Periodical Review: Fatwas– September-October 2011 

The following report sets out the main fatwas 

published between September and October of 

2011 on the “Minbar Al-Tawhid wal-Jihad” 

website, belonging to the Salafi ideologist, Abu 

Muhammad Al-Maqdisi.1 The surfers' questions 

are answered by the “Website's Sharia 

Committee”, which includes a number of 

prominent Salafi sheikhs.  

The fatwas published over these months, dealt mostly with the situation in Libya 

following the fall of Gaddafi's regime. Other fatwas of interest discussed the 

upcoming elections for the Egyptian Parliament, the elections in Bosnia, the 

religious permit given to women to go to the Jihad theaters, the permit to abduct 

foreigners in the Gaza Strip and more. 

 

The Fatwas chat room on the website 

                                                
1 http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/ 
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Sheikh Abu Al-Mundhir Al-Shanqiti 

 Sheikh Abu Al-Mundhir Al-Shanqiti was asked several questions passed on 

from the rebels in Libya regarding the country's future after the fall of 

Gaddafi's regime, in respect of the formulation of a constitution and 

questions pertaining to the religious permit given by Muslim clerics to 

participate in shaping the fact of the Libyan state. He responds:2 

-   The origin of the word constitution comes from foreign languages. The 

constitution regulating Islamic rule is the Islamic tradition, the Sharia, 

and therefore the Muslims do not need to form a constitution that 

already exists, but rather implement it. Several modern religious clerics 

wrote an Islamic constitution when they attempted to gather laws 

pertaining to government, in order to define them and teach the 

difference between the, and secular constitutions. In response to the call 

made by several Al-Azhar clerics asking the Islamic Sharia be affixed, Al-

Shanqiti replies that their intent is to draft the Sharia rules in defined 

laws so that judges could act according to them. This is required in the 

Western legal system, like the one customary to most Islamic countries 

today. He explains that when Islamic jurisdiction is implemented, the 

Sharia judge does not require written law, as he is knowledgeable in the 

religious and legal knowledge he needs in order to judge. Only the ruler 

may use judgment and make decisions and the judges must act 

accordingly. 

-   What is the law in respect of the participation of Muslims in the 

committee formulating a constitution for the country? The Sheikh replies 

                                                
2 http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=5101&pageqa=2&i 
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that such participation is mandatory in order to avert the intentions of 

the people of untruth, as he calls them, wishing to include in it articles 

contradicting Allah's law. If the committee objects the removal of such 

articles, the Muslim must leave the committee and not acknowledge the 

legitimacy of such a constitution, even if it includes even one article 

contradicting Allah's law. 

-   The Sheikh was asked for his opinion on the ruling issued by Sheikh Abd 

Al-Rahman Al-Barrak to the Sunni in Iraq, stating that they should take 

part in formulating the laws in Iraq and elect representatives to take part 

in the shaping of the constitution for obtaining good and preventing evil. 

Al-Shanqiti reiterates that participating the phrasing the constitution is 

permitted according to the Islamic Sharia in accordance with his previous 

ruling. However, as for the Iraqi constitution, the stipulation pertaining 

to clauses contradicting Allah's law is not fulfilled, as the constitution is 

one regulating the democratic process which in itself is in contradiction 

to Islam. Furthermore, the Iraqi constitution is written under the cloud of 

occupation and is meant solely to serve the occupying force. Sheikh Al-

Barrak said that the phrasing of the constitution should not be left in the 

hands of the people of untruth, and he is right in this respect, however 

this statement is to be implemented using the means permitted by the 

Sharia and not by means of heresy such as participating in the drafting 

of a secular constitution. 

-   Another surfer challenges Sheikh Al-Shanqiti asking him on the issue 

pertaining to the fact that several members of the site's Sharia 

Committee ruled that those drafting the constitution have seceded from 

Islam. The Sheikh clarifies that inserting Islamic clauses in a constitution 
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of heresy – is a futile act of no value, as it means acknowledging the 

constitution. No constitution should be acknowledged, if it contains 

articles contradicting Allah's law. 

-   The seculars and some commoners are gossiping on the believers, 

saying they do not have people that can run the country in all aspects, 

and that the seculars are more suited to the task. They have even begun 

challenging them asking they present their plan, and we have indeed 

seen that the Research Center at the Al-Azhar University presented an 

Islamic constitution formulated in 1978, whose articles conform entirely 

with the spirit Islam. Can this constitution be presented together with 

several amendments that coincide with the situation in Libya, especially 

in respect of the Christians? The Sheikh replies that the plan presented 

by Al-Azhar means that the country is ruled by Islamic law. The believers 

do not need special people to run the country, as these exist in all strata 

of society. They only need the power to enforce Islamic law over the 

people, and require an action plan for spreading their religious ideology 

that will establish their rule. Furthermore, he states that there is nothing 

wrong in presenting the constitution prepared by Al-Azhar while 

examining and polishing it. The main thing is that it does not include any 

article contradicting Allah's law. 

-   How does the Islamic Sharia view international organizations such as the 

UN's Security Council? Al-Shanqiti replies that they are to be shunned 

now and in the future, but as now Libya is in a transitional period, the 

discussion of the matter should be postponed. 

-   How should the Libyan Transitional Council be treated, especially after 

the Council President's fatwa ruling stating that the Council Chairman, 
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Mustafa Abd Al-Jalil, must be obeyed as he is a lawful ruler. Al-Shanqiti 

rules that it is prohibited to swear allegiance to anyone, unless it is in 

accordance with the Quran. If the Transitional Council is subject to 

Allah's law and declares its willingness to implement it, then there will be 

no arguing its legitimacy and the obligation to obey it. However, if the 

Transitional Council opposes Allah's law and acts for the establishment of 

a democratic regime, there is no doubt that it must be condemned and 

must not be obeyed. The Mujahideen should be reminded that the 

purpose of bearing arms is so that Allah's law will rule supreme. Bearing 

arms is not meant solely for bringing down the tyrant Gaddafi. The 

religious duty to fight Gaddafi is the same duty to fight anyone refusing 

to obey Allah's law. It will be a betrayal of the shahid if their blood 

serves for the establishment of governments that do not defer to Allah's 

law, or for awarding victory on a golden platter to the religion's enemy. 

He addresses the Mujahideen, explaining that the time has come to 

declare the appointment of an emir and an Islamic emirate striving for 

the implementation of Allah's rule. Now there is such an opportunity in 

the Islamic Maghreb and in Egypt, where the Mujahideen are waiting 

patiently to serve you as support and as an aiding entity. He calls to the 

Mujahideen to explicitly declare that their aim is the establishment of an 

Islamic country ruled solely by Allah's law, and that they will not lay 

down their arms until victory or death are obtained. He urges them not 

to permit the Transitional Council to operate under the West's rule, and 

warns them against falling under the spell and a national sentiment that 

is not equal to the religion. 
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-   A Military Council of rebels was established in Libya, subject to the 

Transitional Council. Most of the rebels joined it. Those who did not join 

it received a message from the Transitional Council stating they are 

operating outside the law. Al-Shanqiti was asked whether to join the 

Military Council. He replies that the Transitional Council's goal is to bring 

down Gaddafi, who has indeed been brought down. Therefore the 

Council's other objectives do not coincide with the Sharia and must not 

be fulfilled. Joining the Military Council under the guise of obtaining 

weapons also does not justify accepting its rule. 

-   Al-Shanqiti determines that the secular movements should be mentioned 

in preaching, in propaganda and in deterrence by the sword. He calls to 

uproot anything bad for Islam and opposing Islamic Sharia, even those 

falsely claiming they believe in Islam. If there is any doubt regarding 

someone, he must be guided wisely, using definitive evidence and 

propaganda. The Mujahideen must preach everywhere to convince the 

Muslims to cooperate with them and implement the Sharia, and to warn 

them against obeying heretic governments. They must be guided so they 

achieve happiness, justice and liberty under the Sharia's patronage. 

Ousting the tyrannical rulers is a blessing from Allah and he should be 

thanked for it by deferring to him and demanding his rule be enforced. 

-   What of the government's forces who joined the revolution and of those 

who did not join it? Al-Shanqiti states that anyone who laid down his 

weapons must be left alone. In the current state people should be 

treated with a forgiving attitude similar to that of the Prophet in respect 

of the people of Mecca. He calls to the Mujahideen to found a committee 

whose rile will be to explain and guide the public and teach it the 
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foundations of the religion, as well as to guide it in shirking anything 

heretic and to repent. 

-   How should the loot taken from Gaddafi be treated, how should it be 

divided as there are several battalions, each of whom have a leader, and 

with an overseeing entity uniting the battalions, above whom is the 

Transitional Council. Al-Shanqiti explains that the religious clerics are not 

of one mind as to the manner in which the loot is to be divided, but 

notes that the prevalent opinion is that 4/5 of the loot should be given to 

those who took it. It will be divided between those who participated in 

the battles, even if someone did not fight physically but only helped or 

provided equipment. Also the heirs of those who died in battle shall 

receive part of it. One fifth of the loot not distributed will be used by the 

emir, at his discretion, who will divert it for the benefit of the Muslims. 

 Sheikh Abu Al-Mundhir Al-Shanqiti was asked on the opinion of Libyan 

religious clerics viewing the soldiers of the Libyan army and those helping 

them against the Mujahideen as villains. He was also asked how the 

prisoners and the injured amongst them, are to be treated, especially in light 

of the ruling issued by the Libyan clerics calling to treat them well, and 

should their dead be buried in Muslim graves; what of those who joined the 

rebels. The Sheikh explains that the Libyan army soldiers are heretics and 

should be treated as soldiers of the tyrannical army. Their end is to be the 

same as Gaddafi's. All those who die from their ranks and have not recanted, 

their death is not to be prayed over and the must not be buried in a Muslim 

grave. It is ignorant to claim that those seceding from the religion are 

villains. Villains are those refraining from obeying the ruler, and this is not 

the state of affairs, they do not come out against the ruler, but rather against 
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the Sharia and are therefore heretics. Those who joined the rebels and 

declared their repentance, their repentance should be accepted and they 

should not be accused without proof. The prisoners should indeed be treated 

appropriately as the Quran instructs. Government employees who did not 

bear arms and did not help inflame the spirit – must not be conspired 

against, as they did not support the tyrant.3 

 Sheikh Abu Al-Mundhir Al-Shanqiti was asked to answer a series of questions 

by Libyan citizens on the priorities that should be focused on in the near 

future. He was asked again on how to treat Gaddafi's followers, and replies 

that the leaders of those seceding from the religion have caused Islam and 

the Muslims great harm and should be punished so that they serve as a 

lesson and an example. He details, for example, their acts such as murder 

torture and rape as acts deserving punishment. As for the rest of the 

supporters who did not do such acts and declared their repentance and their 

devotion to Allah, they should be forgiven and have someone teach them 

Islamic rules and prayer. 

Al-Shanqiti also referred to the issue of how to treat the Libyan Transitional 

Council and explains that this matter does not only concern the Salafi, but 

rather all of the rebels and the Muslims. All of the Muslims must act for the 

implementation of Allah's law and the Sharia after Gaddafi's fall and face 

anyone operating for the establishment of a democratic regime. The people 

of the Oneness of God must not swear their allegiance to the government of 

heresy, in the event the public prefers a heretic regime over the 

implementation of Allah's law. They must act to prevent it in any way 

possible, and if they cannot succeed they must unite their ranks, prepare and 

                                                
3 http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=5077&pageqa=1&i 
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not put down their weapons. Al-Shanqiti believes that the Libyan people will 

not come out against them, if they wish to enforce the Sharia. Fighting a 

regime that does not obey Allah – is easier when it is at its inception, than 

taking over the reins of government. If there is an opportunity to continue 

with the Jihad in order to implement the Sharia, it must not be missed. 

He addresses the Libyan Islamic group fighting under Abdelhakim Belhadj's 

leadership, and calls to it not to lay down its weapons until the Sharia is 

implemented. He wonders whether they have no interest in implementing it 

or whether they cannot do so. Are they afraid of the West's opposition, as it 

is fighting the Taliban and the Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen? He pleads with 

them not to lay down their weapons and to continue with the Jihad and not 

settle only for Gaddafi's downfall, but the downfall of his regime as well. He 

reminds them that in Libya there are many who know the Quran by heart, 

and they must therefore stipulate that only those who know a third of the 

Quran by heart – can join the army in order to take out weapons from the 

hands of the seculars.4 

 Is voting for the Al-Nahdah movement in Tunisia a religious duty and what is 

to be the fate of those who take part in the elections? He was also asked on 

those permitting the election of a president, claiming it is not about elections 

to the parliament. Sheikh Abu Al-Mundhir Al-Shanqiti rejects the claim that 

voting for the movement is a religious duty. Al-Nahdah's path is based on 

calling the public to take part in the democratic regime contradicting Allah's 

law. The people of the movement have many ideas that are futile and 

contradict the Quran and the Hadith, and they are therefore a type of 

seculars, although they are hiding behind Islamic slogans in order to win the 
                                                

4 
http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=5212&pageqa=1&i=&PHPSESSID=4979
dafc35993a2f72f7a47f6b0f537e 



  

P.O. Box 167, Herzliya, 46150, Israel | Tel: +972.9.952.7277 | Fax: +972.9.951.3073 
ict@idc.ac.il | www.ict.org.il  

10 

December 2011 

support of the Muslim masses, some of whom do not understand their 

nature, and some who do not know they are committing a religious 

transgression. 

Al-Nahdah is a secular party that does not act for the implementation of the 

Sharia but rather laws contradicting it, as its leaders publicly claim. Al-

Nahdah's objective is to found a democracy and implement the principle of 

the people's rule. Therefore, it must not be supported or voted for. It is 

prohibited to vote for it – not only because it is a secular party, but also 

because the entire democratic regime is a government of heresy awarding 

the rule to any person except for Allah, and therefore it is prohibited to take 

part in it. 

Al-Shanqiti expresses his surprise that some sheikhs call to the public to take 

part in the elections and vote for Al-Nahdah in order to obtain unity and not 

division, as it is better to cooperate and as this party is the best one 

available. He rules that there is no difference between elections to the 

parliament and presidential elections, as they are part of the democratic 

process. The presidential elections are meant to establish the democratic 

regime and be a part of it. If it were about electing a president outside the 

democratic regime, then this claim would have a point.5 

 Sheikh Abu Al-Mundhir Al-Shanqiti was asked by a female surfer whether a 

woman can go to a Jihad theater without the permission of her guardian, 

especially as today Jihad is the duty of every Muslim. If the woman believes 

she has the ability and proper skills for going on Jihad, can she do so? What 

are the rules regarding her going on Jihad? Is it a woman's duty to learn the 

art of fighting and how to use weapons? The Sheikh replies that the Sharia 
                                                

5 
http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=5097&pageqa=1&i=&PHPSESSID=bbad
bad447351c6400bb9ed5185748a4 
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permits going on Jihad if it is necessary, but she must do so with her 

guardian. He also notes that the rules for her going on Jihad are that her 

leaving is useful to the Mujahideen and that there is an urgent need to do so. 

The Muslim woman must make sure that the Mujahideen in the border 

regions need her there. Amongst the Mujahideen there must be a force that 

defends women. The women must be hidden and removed from the eyes of 

men so as not to cause problems. A women leaving for a Jihad theater must 

learn the art of fighting and use of weapons, so that she help the Mujahideen 

in times of distress and so that she can defend herself in face of enemies. 

Otherwise – she is placing herself in harm's way and is easy prey for the 

enemies of the religion.6 

 Sheikh Abu Al-Mundhir Al-Shanqiti was asked by a surfer claiming to 

Palestinian, several questions asked by other surfers:7 

-   As one who publishes reports and publications by the Mujahideen on the 

internet and on Facebook, can he trim his beard as he intends to leave 

for a Jihad theater so as not to be exposed and fall hostage? The Sheikh 

replies that the Sharia permits the Mujahideen and anyone else in 

conflict with enemies to trip his beard, if necessary. The Mujahideen is 

given many concessions for the sake of his mission. 

-   How should a person behave if he wishes to go on Jihad, but does not 

intent to raise sufficient funds? The Sheikh replies that Allah's decree is 

to properly prepare for this mission, and one of the demands is to raise 

sufficient funds to that end. It is better to delay going on Jihad rather 

than expose a person to dangers. 

                                                
6 
http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=5096&pageqa=1&i=&PHPSESSID=4979
dafc35993a2f72f7a47f6b0f537e 
7 http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=5080&pageqa=1&i 
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-   Is it permitted to receive charity from a friend one is sure is amongst the 

people of the Oneness of God in order to go on Jihad. The Sheikh replies 

in the affirmative and bases his answer on the Quran.8 

 Sheikh Abu Al-Mundhir Al-Shanqiti was asked on the participation in the 

elections for parliament in Egypt so as to take the initiative from the hands of 

the secular and to draft a constitution whose terms are closer to Islam than 

the secular movement. The Sheikh explains that participating in such a 

parliament is the most harmful act one can do, as it means acknowledging 

the democratic regime and its legitimacy. Focusing the efforts solely on a 

constitution with an Islamic nature will not lead to any result. Therefore, 

more effort should be put in abolishing the democratic government in its 

entirety and bring about the implementation of Islamic law. Taking part in 

the political parties – means fully joining the democratic government. The 

military regime in Egypt and the seculars wish for the establishment of a 

democratic regime. Political participation in present times should be directed 

mainly in order to call to the public and the rulers to abandon the democratic 

rule entirely. He also notes that anyone who is capable of going on Jihad – 

should get up and do so if he is not tasked with anything else.9 

 Sheikh Abu Al-Mundhir Al-Shanqiti was asked a series of questions by an 

Egyptian surfer, he was asked on the difference between the saying "We wish 

to implement Allah's law" and "We wish to implement Allah's law through 

ballots and voting". The Sheikh explains that the demand to implement 

Allah's' law is not for the establishment of a democratic regime and does not 

require taking part in it. The demand to implement it through ballots is an 

                                                
8 http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=5080&pageqa=1&i 
9 
http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=4886&pageqa=1&i=&PHPSESSID=e14b
6afd379207c3decdcd75f8c084c1 
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active participation in this government and giving the people the choice. 

Going to the ballots is acknowledging the prevention of the Sharia's 

implementation, if the majority votes on it. The Sharia is not subject to 

negotiations, as it is required and there is no room to vote on the matter. 

The Sheikh was also asked a theoretical question – in the event a heretic 

ruler comes and says that he intends to hold a referendum as to who is for 

and who is against the implementation of the Sharia, and that in the event 

the majority are for it, it will be implemented. Is it permitted to take part in 

this? The Sheikh's response is that the Muslims must not demand of a heretic 

ruler to implement Allah's law amongst them, as they should prepare and 

unite the ranks in order to oust this ruler. The enforcement of the Sharia 

must not be subject to the majority vote but is to be based on surrendering 

to Allah. It is prohibited to take part in a referendum posing such a question, 

and the ruler must be required to enforce the Sharia directly without a 

referendum.10 

 Sheikh Abu Al-Mundhir Al-Shanqiti was asked whether the Egyptian Sheikh 

Muhammad Abd Al-Maqsud and the Egyptian Sheikh Muhammad Hassan are 

deviating from the true path, following the disagreements that deteriorated 

to fist fights on the matter. Al-Shanqiti replies that he does not have the 

information required for discrediting Sheikh Abd Al-Maqsud and his position 

as to participating in the elections is an opinion whose integrity must not be 

questioned. On the other hand, Sheikh Muhammad Hassan is one of the 

sheikhs loyal to the tyrants and defending them. He is standing alongside the 

                                                
10 
http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=5144&pageqa=1&i=&PHPSESSID=1ce8
35bbfe05e3a215c447eb00f5eb24 
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Egyptian regime that had part in the siege over Gaza and also spoke out 

against the demonstrations against this government.11 

 Sheikh Abu Al-Mundhir Al-Shanqiti was asked on a case where someone was 

forced to drink wine and trim his beard in preparation for a suicide attack so 

that he is not doubted. The goal was to blend in the society he was living in 

so as not to be suspected. The Sheikh replies that Allah has permitted doing 

things that are prohibited in case of necessity as written in the Quran. He 

further notes that many religious clerics permitted the drinking of wine in 

order to dispel trouble. The Sheikh suggests being aided by things less 

severe than wine to convince the heretics that he is one of them. He 

summarizes and concludes that drinking wine is a necessity only when it 

pertains to an issue of self-defense; the permit to drink wine is only to 

protect the Mujahideen's life and not the success of the mission. There is no 

permission to drink wine for the success of the mission, unless its failure will 

result in the death of Muslims or in their capture.12 

 Sheikh Abu Al-Mundhir Al-Shanqiti was asked on the fate of someone 

informing the police force of his heretic country of Muslims attacking other 

Muslims and taking their money. Is it deemed aiding a heretic against a 

Muslim? The Sheikh states that this is not deemed aiding a heretic against a 

Muslim, but rather helping a Muslim who is wronged. The one benefiting from 

it is the Muslim and not the heretic regime. The Sheikh was also asked on 

the fate of a Muslim informing the heretic police of another Muslim wishing to 

attack a heretic, and replies that if the heretic is a member of the military, 

                                                
11 http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=5098&pageqa=1&i 
12 http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=5279&pageqa=1&i 
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his money, blood and honor have no immunity. Attacking him is permitted 

according to the Sharia and is not deemed wrong.13 

 

Sheikh Abu Muslim Al-Jazairi 

 Sheikh Abu Muslim Al-Jazairi was asked by a surfer claiming to be from Gaza, 

how to treat foreigners in Gaza, especially those with citizenships from 

countries fighting Islam, such as the US, Britain, France etc., and countries 

holding Muslim prisoners. Is it permitted to attack these foreigners and 

abduct them in order to exert pressure on their countries to release 

prisoners? He mentions as an example journalists and society owners, such 

as the UN Center in Gaza, and asks whether it is permitted to attack this 

center. 

In the same context he asks on the Christians in Gaza and in Arab countries 

– are they deemed as enjoying patronage – Ahl Al-Dhimma – and is their 

blood and money immune, especially as they enjoy great freedom which 

even the Muslims do not enjoy in the Arab countries, especially when they 

carry out missionary work and spread corruption amongst the Muslims. 

The Sheikh replies that the Jews and the Christians in Gaza, as well as 

citizens from other countries – are not deemed to having a contract, and are 

therefore not viewed as enjoying patronage. As for attacking them, this 

pertains to the loss and gain determined by the heads of the Jihadi groups.14 

 Sheikh Abu Muslim Al-Jazairi was asked on football. The Sheikh replies that 

this is a game with many evils. It wastes the time of the youth to no avail 

and distracts them from obeying Allah and from the important matters of the 

Islamic nation. This game causes the waste of money and many violations of 

                                                
13 http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=5060&pageqa=1&i 
14 http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=4792&pageqa=1&i 
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the Sharia rules. The game also reinforces national sentiment, meaning – it 

divides the nation. The game eliminates the differences between heretics and 

Muslims, and invokes sympathy amongst the Muslim youth towards heretic 

stars, causing the youth to emulate them. However, there is nothing wrong 

with Muslim youth engaging in sports and in physical training and even play 

ball games but without being subject to laws or belonging to sports clubs. 

Football contains western content and obtains many goals of the Western 

world.15 

 Sheikh Abu Muslim Al-Jazairi was asked "Is it true to say we wish for a 

civilian state, ruled by Islamic law?" The Sheikh replies that if the wish is 

indeed to implement Islamic Sharia under the patronage of an Islamic regime 

without the influence of another government, then there is no meaning to 

talk of a civilian state as the important thing is enforcing the Sharia and 

Islamic law under the patronage of an integrative Islamic government. 

Therefore, the word "civilian" has no meaning. However, those brandishing 

the slogan of the Islamic civilian state are acting for instilling Islamic law 

under the patronage of a government that is not Islamic, wishing to establish 

partisan pluralism and a change of government. The Muslims must clarify 

their goal and call for the establishment of an Islamic state with Islamic 

slogans. They must not be fooled by devious terms, hiding behind them 

those wishing to mix truth and lies at the same time.16 

 Sheikh Abu Muslim Al-Jazairi was asked how a Mujahideen married to several 

women must conduct himself in their respect, following his need to move 

                                                
15 
http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=5115&pageqa=1&i=&PHPSESSID=4979
dafc35993a2f72f7a47f6b0f537e 
16 
http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=5225&pageqa=1&i=&PHPSESSID=4979
dafc35993a2f72f7a47f6b0f537e 
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from place to place. The Sheikh replies that being unjust towards his women 

in his communion with them, because of the circumstances he is in – is not 

deemed a wrong act. Doing them justice is choosing wives that are patient 

and protect the safety of the Mujahideen, as there is no need to update them 

on the nature of his business.17 

 

Sheikh Abu Humam Bakr bin Abd Al-Aziz Al-Athari 

 A surfer tells Sheikh Abu Humam Bakr bin Abd Al-Aziz Al-Athari of a 

conversation he had with one of his friends on the Libyan matter. His friend 

told him that the solution for the crisis in Libya is having the Mujahideen join 

the democratic process and implement the Sharia though democracy. When 

he expanded on the evils of democracy, he relied that it is better than a civil 

war of over 20 years like the one in Somalia. The Sheikh emphasizes that 

democracy is in contradiction to Islam. Those believing in the Oneness of 

God do everything for the religion – shed their blood, dedicate their money 

and sometimes civil wars break out in various places.18 

 Sheikh Abu Humam Bakr bin Abd Al-Aziz Al-Athari was asked on the loot 

taken from heretics in the form of food and weapons, when there is urgent 

need to use them. Upon the return to their bases, in what manner should the 

Mujahideen divide the loot? The Sheikh replies that it is permitted to eat 

from the loot if necessary, whether with the permission of the group's emir 

or without it; however it must not be hoarded and sold. It is permitted to use 

weapons, clothes and livestock taken as loot when necessary; however they 

must be returned before the distribution of the loot by the group's emir, or 

                                                
17 
http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=5438&pageqa=1&i=&PHPSESSID=e14b
6afd379207c3decdcd75f8c084c1 
18 http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=5176&pageqa=1&i 
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by the one appointed by the emir as the religious leader. It is prohibited to 

sell this loot or to become wealthy off it. It is also prohibited to enjoy clothes 

and things unnecessarily prior to the distribution of the loot.19 

 Sheikh Abu Humam Bakr bin Abd Al-Aziz Al-Athari was asked whether the 

Mujahideen in the Jihad theater may kidnap heretic women to serve as 

hostages. The Sheikh permits this and rules that taking captive the women of 

heretic men who are fighting – is permitted under Sharia law.20 

 Sheikh Abu Humam Bakr bin Abd Al-Aziz Al-Athari was asked whether a 

Mujahideen that has fallen hostage and has information that may expose 

important secrets or result in the death of Muslims such as Jihad leaders, 

may commit suicide. The Sheikh explains that suicide is one of the worst 

sins, and is strictly forbidden. However, he quotes opinions permitting suicide 

based on verse 151 in the Surat Al-An'am in the Quran: "and kill not anyone 

whom Allah has forbidden, except for a just cause…).21 

  

 

 

 

                                                
19 
http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=5446&pageqa=1&i=&PHPSESSID=c322
3679721acf89d32b4e76434ebf81 
20 
http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=5449&pageqa=1&i=&PHPSESSID=c322
3679721acf89d32b4e76434ebf81 
21 http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=5448&pageqa=1&i 


